agendas. Sheinin offers two valuable forays into the fantastical in considering how the military sculpted a reputation for itself as promoter of indigenous rights and as defender of the nation against the menace of a Jewish conspiracy. In each of these cases, Sheinin skillfully demonstrates the manner in which the regime was able to cast itself as the promoter of human rights to a broad domestic public, if not successfully abroad. This approach to understanding popular culture through its collective psyche inhabits an important place in theoretical literature of resistance and moral economy, though it has rarely been explored due to the limitations of archives and the tenuousness of its claims. In this sense, Sheinin's work pioneers new territory, taking seriously the untrue and its implications for popular political consciousness. Remarkably, most of the sources Sheinin uses to substantiate these ideas come directly from state archives and popular news media.
In moving his analysis forward to the last years of military rule and the post-1983 civilian government of Alfonsín, Sheinin's arguments move into more familiar territory. Here, he describes the alarmingly smooth transition from the military's approach to human rights in domestic and foreign policy to that of the renewed democracy. Here, Sheinin brings home one of his central arguments, that of challenging binary perspectives on the change of regime. Following Diana Taylor's interpretation of the transition period as highly performative and absent authentic political change, Sheinin draws on extensive archival material and a handful of key interviews to critique the legislative and juridical responses to the military's human rights abuses. A highlight of this chapter in the work is the revelation that bureaucrats under Alfonsín tasked with human rights accounting, eventually and almost by hazard, revised policies and laws regarding Argentina's indigenous peoples. In the following chapter, a comparison of Canadian and Cuban foreign policy toward Argentina on the human rights front provides conceptually interesting counterpoints to more frequent discussion of initiatives of the U.S. Department of State and international organizations. These clues to the wider reception of the transitioning Argentine state help to reveal the uniqueness of local human rights discourse.
What is most challenging about the book is its tremendous scope: written by a methodologically dynamic scholar, it is a virtuoso performance that dances between topics rarely treated in the same work. Those familiar with the author's previous work will find themselves able to trace the various threads to their point of origin; however, those not among the converted may scramble to play catch up. Unlike works that are narrowly focused, Sheinin's writing is a feast of ideas. Central among these ideas is the question that haunts many scholars of human rights abuses, that of popular support, which Sheinin neither tries to dismiss entirely nor engages uncritically. He argues that middle-class Argentines had a complicated relationship with the regime, haunted by falsehoods and secondorder complicities, but were not ultimately consenting. Sheinin's work ends in a bar fight, both literally and figuratively, that goes a long way toward explaining how this relationship further evolved alongside the neo-liberal policies that vigorously continued well beyond Alfonsín's transition government.
Consent of the Damned is exploratory, adventurous, fast-paced and eminently readable. While the work demands a considerable amount of familiarity with the existing literature on the subject, it rewards the astute reader with fresh insights and daring approaches to questions that have been long overlooked. Sheinin's provocations will certainly challenge the field to reconsider long-held assumptions about this period and to revisit incomplete answers. While such a nuanced approach may rouse some scholarly consternation, certainly, the field will no longer be a windowless room.
Jessica Stites Mor
University of British Columbia JERRRY DÁVILA: Dictatorship in South America. Chichester: WileyBlackwell, 2013.
After a three-year study, the Brazilian Truth Commission which investigated the systematic murder, torture and other abuses carried out during the country's military dictatorship, submitted its report in December 2014. The commission confirmed that 191 people were killed and 243 "disappeared" under military rule, which lasted from 1964 to 1985. More than 200 have never been found. The 2,000-page report named 377 officials who were blamed for grave human rights violations and recommended a revision of the problematic 1979 Amnesty Law so that perpetrators could be prosecuted.
In this brief and readable book, Jerry Dávila offers undergraduate students the necessary keys for better understanding the traumatic experiences of the Southern Cone during the years of military rule. By adopting a comparative perspective, Dávila allows students to consider the idiosyncrasies of each military dictatorship and at the same time the similarities among these authoritarian regimes. After all, Brazil, Argentina, and Chile went through similar processes during the same time period, and in all three ABC cases the military regime held power for a longer time than ever before, was more brutal and violent than any of its predecessors, and adopted a somewhat similar economic policy.
I have used this book in one of my courses at Tel Aviv University and it proved very successful in provoking fascinating discussions as to the nature
